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1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  22 MRSA §2604-B is enacted to read:

3 §2604-B.  Schools, sampling and examination of water for lead

4 1.  Lead testing.  A school shall test water used for drinking or culinary purposes for 
5 lead using water testing kits or by submitting samples of water used for drinking or 
6 culinary purposes to an approved laboratory under section 2607 for lead testing in 
7 accordance with a schedule established by the department pursuant to subsection 2.  If the 
8 water is found to violate the water lead levels established by the department, the 
9 department shall issue an order to reduce exposure to lead according to procedures 

10 established by the department pursuant to subsection 2.  The order must remain in force 
11 until the water conforms to the water lead levels.

12 A school that violates this subsection, rules adopted under this section or an order issued 
13 under this subsection commits a civil violation for which a fine of not more than $500 
14 may be adjudged.

15 2.  Rules.  The department shall adopt rules necessary to implement this section, 
16 including, but not limited to, establishing water lead levels; testing protocols, including 
17 the frequency of testing; abatement or mitigation methods; procedures for the issuance of 
18 an order to reduce exposure to lead; and public notification requirements.  In adopting 
19 rules to implement this section, the department shall consider the United States 
20 Environmental Protection Agency's recommendations for reducing lead in drinking water 
21 in schools.  Rules adopted pursuant to this subsection are major substantive rules as 
22 defined in Title 5, chapter 375, subchapter 2-A.

23 3.  Definition.  As used in this section, unless the context otherwise indicates, 
24 "school" means a private school as defined in Title 20-A, section 1, subsection 22 or a 
25 public school as defined in Title 20-A, section 1, subsection 24.

26 Sec. 2.  30-A MRSA §6006-F, sub-§3, ¶A, as amended by PL 2017, c. 389, §1, 
27 is further amended to read:

28 A.  To make loans to school administrative units for school repair and renovation.

29 (1)  The following repair and renovation needs receive Priority 1 status:

30 (a)  Repair or replacement of a roof on a school building;

31 (b)  Bringing a school building into compliance with the federal Americans 
32 with Disabilities Act, 42 United States Code, Section 12101 et seq.;

33 (c)  Improving air quality in a school building;

34 (d)  Removing or abating hazardous materials in a school building, including, 
35 but not limited to, water lead abatement or mitigation pursuant to Title 22, 
36 section 2604-B; and

37 (f)  Undertaking other health, safety and compliance repairs, including 
38 installations or improvements necessary to increase school facility security.


