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STATE OF MAINE 

_____ 

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 

TWO THOUSAND AND THIRTEEN 

_____ 

JOINT RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 

AWARENESS WEEK, MARCH 11 TO MARCH 17, 2013 

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis is a chronic, often disabling disease of the central nervous 

system, for which there is no cure at present, that typically is diagnosed in people between 20 

years and 50 years of age and affects women 3 times more often than it does men; and  

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis interrupts the signal between the brain and the body; and 

WHEREAS, multiple sclerosis affects 400,000 people nationwide, including 8,000 to 10,000 

children and teens; over 3,000 individuals in Maine have the disease, nearly one in 400 citizens, 

which is one of the highest per capita rates in the nation; and 

WHEREAS, the National Multiple Sclerosis Society is a driving force of multiple sclerosis 

research, pursuing prevention, treatment and cure, and the Greater New England Chapter of the 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society educates, supports and advocates for people with multiple 

sclerosis and their families to help them maintain the highest possible quality of life; and  

WHEREAS, the Greater New England Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

encourages individuals with multiple sclerosis and their families, health professionals and other 

concerned citizens to join the movement to advocate for policy change in the priority areas of 

high-quality health care, health care coverage, long-term care and disability rights; now, 

therefore, be it 

RESOLVED: That We, the Members of the One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Legislature now 

assembled in the First Regular Session, on behalf of the people we represent, take this 

opportunity to declare that the week of March 11 to March 17, 2013 is designated as Multiple 

Sclerosis Awareness Week; and be it further 

RESOLVED: That a suitable copy of this resolution, duly authenticated by the Secretary of 

State, be transmitted to the Greater New England Chapter of the National Multiple Sclerosis 

Society. 

 


