
Printed on recycled paper

129th MAINE LEGISLATURE

FIRST REGULAR SESSION-2019

Legislative Document No. 1824

S.P. 614 In Senate, June 3, 2019

An Act To Make Certain Snowmobile and Watercraft Laws 
Consistent with All-terrain Vehicle Laws

Submitted by the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife pursuant to Joint Rule 204.
Reference to the Committee on Inland Fisheries and Wildlife suggested and ordered 

printed.

DAREK M. GRANT
Secretary of the Senate

Presented by Senator DAVIS of Piscataquis.



Page 1 - 129LR2359(01)-1

1 Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

2 Sec. 1.  12 MRSA §10651, sub-§1, ¶E, as affected by PL 2003, c. 614, §9 and 
3 amended by c. 695, Pt. B, §6 and affected by Pt. C, §1, is further amended to read:

4 E.  Attempt to elude a law enforcement officer by:

5 (1)  Operating or attempting to operate an all-terrain vehicle or snowmobile past 
6 a clearly identifiable police roadblock; or

7 (2)  After being requested or signaled to stop by a law enforcement officer in 
8 uniform, operating or attempting to operate an all-terrain vehicle, snowmobile or 
9 watercraft at a reckless rate of speed.

10 Sec. 2.  12 MRSA §10703, sub-§1, as enacted by PL 2003, c. 414, Pt. A, §2 and 
11 affected by c. 614, §9, is amended to read:

12 1.  Blood or breath test.  If the law enforcement officer has probable cause to 
13 believe a person hunted wild animals or wild birds or operated or attempted to operate a 
14 watercraft, snowmobile or ATV while under the influence of intoxicating liquor, then the 
15 officer shall inform the person that a breath test will be administered, unless, in the 
16 determination of the officer, it is unreasonable for a breath test to be administered, in 
17 which case a blood test must be administered.  When a blood test is required, the test may 
18 be administered by a physician of the accused's choice, at the request of the accused and 
19 if reasonably available.  The law enforcement officer may determine which type of breath 
20 test, as described in subsection 5, will be administered.

21 Sec. 3.  12 MRSA §10703, sub-§2, as affected by PL 2003, c. 614, §9 and 
22 amended by c. 655, Pt. B, §77 and affected by §422, is further amended to read:

23 2.  Prerequisites to tests.  Before any test is given, the The law enforcement officer 
24 shall inform the person to be tested of the consequences of refusing to comply with the 
25 test.  If the person fails to comply with the duty to submit to and complete the requested 
26 chemical tests at the direction of the law enforcement officer, that person is committing a 
27 civil violation for which the person may be required to pay a fine of up to $500.  The 
28 officer shall also inform the person that the failure to comply with the duty to submit to a 
29 chemical test is admissible in evidence against that person at any trial for hunting or 
30 operating under the influence of intoxicating liquor or drugs or a combination of liquor 
31 and drugs.

32 Test results may not be excluded as evidence in any proceeding before any administrative 
33 officer or court of this State as a result of the failure of the law enforcement officer to 
34 comply with these prerequisites.  The only effects of the failure of the officer to comply 
35 with the prerequisites are as provided in subsection 7.

36 Sec. 4.  12 MRSA §10703, sub-§4, ¶B, as amended by PL 2009, c. 447, §11, is 
37 further amended to read:

38 B.    If, at the time alleged, a defendant who was 21 years of age or older at the time 
39 of the arrest had an alcohol level in excess of 0.05 grams of alcohol or more but less 
40 than 0.08 grams of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood or 210 liters of breath, it is 


