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Dear Chairs and members of the Joint Committee On Criminal Justice and Public Safety,

On

behalf of the Maine Medical Association (MMA), representing over 4,300 Maine physicians, residents and
we would like to take this opportunity to provide comments for LD 2085. Attached, you will

medical students,

ﬁnd a Committee Opinion from the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Committee on Health
Care for Underserved Women. It was released in 2012 and reafﬁrmed in 2019. Highlights of the opinion are:
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allow for provision of primary or preventive care and health education.
~

women and adolescent females should be provided using the same
women and adolescent females who are not incarcerated, with attention to the
infectious diseases and mental health problems common to incarcerated populations.

In general, care for incarcerated

guidelines as those for

increased risk of

You will also ﬁnd included in the
Females for your reference.

opinion, a table for

Recommended Care for Incarcerated Women and Adolescent

Speciﬁc recommendations include adequately funding correctional facilities to provide a continuum of care model
providing female inmates with initial screenings, in-house services or referrals for preventive and curative care,
including

Pap tests and appropriate follow-up, health education, and adequate planning before release from

correctional facilities.
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